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What we did during 2019:
Ran seed swaps and information stalls throughout the year, mostly at
community events around Reading. (See list on the swap table). The
seed swap kit is also available to borrow for other events.
Continued our member benefits schemes: as members of RFGN we
are entitled to discounts at Suttons Seeds (40% off seeds and 10% off
other items from their catalogue). RFGN is also a group member of
Garden Organic, giving us a 10% discount on everything in their
catalogue.
Informed and connected people via our website, mailing list and social
media.
Held a screening of “In our hands – seeding change”, a film from the
Landworkers Alliance. The film followed 9 British farmers during the
tumultuous year of the Brexit referendum as they worked to outgrow an
outdated industrial food system, using the wisdom of the old and the
innovations of the young to encourage smaller scale and ecological food
growing.
Worked closely with Food for Families, promoting their series of Get
Growing courses and working with them at Lavender Place Community
Garden, including workshops on Propagation and Austrian scything.
We are connected to the Reading Gardening for Health and
Wellbeing network, joined Social Farms and Gardens and ran a Big
Dig Day session at Lavender Place in conjunction with Sustain. We are
now the Big Dig partner for Reading.
Provided a letter of support for a research project being proposed by a
Reading University PhD student who is exploring food practices and
improving the sustainability of small-scale food growing.
Continued our ‘Grow for the Town Meal’ scheme with remaining
Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ funds, where we gave away onion sets and seeds
to people wishing to grow vegetables to donate to the Town Meal in
September 2019.
Helped to organise and run the Reading Town Meal: over the past
few years we have been involved in this event and have representatives
on the steering group. We co-ordinated the gathering in of donated
produce from across the town and delivered it to Reading College for
cooking, and also organised workshops run on the day itself.
During the year we have applied for funding from the Mid Counties
Co-op Community fund, and from the National Lottery 25th Anniversary
fund. Both unsuccessful, unfortunately.
The committee would like to thank Peter Wheat for his enthusiastic
and knowledgeable work as RFGN Secretary since our formation in
2014.
WE would love to encourage more members to help out organising and
attending events, seed swaps, workshops, visits to gardens, sourcing
funds etc. If you feel you can help in any way, however small, please
have a chat with us!

